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ALL PARTY PARLIAMENTARY GROUP (APPG) ON ME 
BRIEFING PAPER FOR MEETING ON WEDNESDAY 16 FEBRUARY 2011:

WORK CAPABILITY ASSESSMENT (WCA) REVIEW – FLUCTUATING CONDITIONS AND DESCRIPTORS

Prepared by Dr Charles Shepherd – APPG Secretariat and Hon Medical Adviser, ME Association

Following publication of Professor Malcolm Harrington’s review of the WCA in November 2010, Chris Grayling, Minister for Employment, asked Professor Harrington to assess the two groups of WCA descriptors that currently relate to (a) mental, intellectual and cognitive functioning and (b) fluctuating conditions such as ME/CFS.

A group from Mind, Mencap and the National Autistic Society was set to up assess the mental health descriptors. This group has already produced a report, which Professor Harrington has described as ‘helpful’.  This report is now being commented on by a group of independent experts.

The second group, looking at fluctuating conditions, consists of representatives from Arthritis Care, the MS Society, National Aids Trust, Parkinson’s UK and the ME/CFS charities that form the Forward ME Group, which is chaired by the Countess of Mar.  The presence of an ME/CFS representative (CS) on this group was largely due to an initiative by the Countess of Mar.  

The remit for the fluctuating conditions group is to:

· Provide recommendations for further refining and improving the WCA descriptors so that they will more effectively identify the right people for the Limited Capacity for Work and Limited Capability for Work Related Activity Groups.

· Ensure that the recommendations take account of the refinements proposed to the descriptors published in the 2010 Internal Review of the WCA.

· Provide evidence to support recommendations and the effects they will have.

· Ensure recommendations are fully supported by all organisations involved.

· Deliver recommendations by the end of April 2011.

In his letter to representatives on the fluctuating conditions group Professor Harrington has stated that ..it would be helpful if you could build on what they (the mental health group) have done while focussing more on the physical aspects/descriptors.
The group dealing with fluctuating conditions held their first meeting on Thursday 3rd February where they discussed the scope of the project; key objectives and approach; stakeholders and communications; structure and timeline of the project.  There was a good consensus about the issues involved and the way in which Professor Harrington’s remit would be carried out.
The group has no funding from the DWP and no administrative support from the DWP – so a considerable amount of work and expense is being covered by the four charities involved.

In view of the fact that there is only a short period of time in which to gather evidence, agree recommendations, draft a report and deliver a final version by 28th April, the group agreed to the following timetable:
· Gather evidence and recommendations from research and key stakeholders and develop case-studies (3 to 25 February)

· Discuss and agree key recommendations (25 Feb to 11 March)

· Draft recommendations into the report (11 to 25 March)

· Further drafting with the aim of producing a final draft by 15th April.

During this time the group will hold 4 or 5 round-the-table meetings in London and it is hoped that Professor Harrington will be able to attend a meeting towards the end of the process.
Time permitting, the group will consider bringing together a small group of stakeholders to test out the recommendations.

The group intend to issue summaries as we go along to keep people informed on progress.

Professor Harrington will review the recommendations and consult with other key experts during the summer.  He will then convey those recommendations that he believes will help to improve the fairness and effectiveness of the WCA to Ministers.  It will then be for Ministers to consider which, if any, of the recommendations to accept for implementation.

Dr Charles Shepherd
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